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Findings of a 1989 national survey of the functional 
reading r writing, and numeracy skills of Canada's adult population 
are reported « The survey population was a representative sample of 
9,500 individuals aged 16-69. Three questionnaires gathered 
information on socio-demogrw'.phic and educational background, screened 
out individuals with very low literacy skills, an»l measured specific 
reading, writing, and numeracy skills. Detaile<T analysis of the 
results allowed assignment of a test score to each respondent in each 
of the three skill areas. Scores corresponded to four skill levels. 
The findings are reported in three separate reports, one for each 
skill area. T)ie reports on reading and numeracy skills consists of an 
overview of the larger survey, highlights of the skill area findings, 
and tables showing the distribution of respondents at each of the 
skill levels. Distribution is shown according to geographic location, 
schooling attained, language used (French or English) , native or 
immigrant status, gender, age, and income. The writing skills survey 
report is a siimmary of results, with an address given for more 
information. (MSB) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy 
Education) 
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SURVEY OF LITERACY 
SKILLS USED IN DAILY 

ACTIVITIES 




SURVEY OVERVIEW 



On befaslf of tbe Natiosal Uneacf Seatmitu in 
Octotar 1989 Stttisties Cnida coo^etsd a ninwsr de- 
ligDed to lira diio^ tbe fimetoial nadlng. wKtt^ 
nd inoBaicy Aillt of Gaiidi'f adD&popnlatkjo. 



LITl" R ACY 




INTERWATIOWALg DE 



Tbe Smvey of Litsncy SkUb 
Used ia Dtiiy Activ-Uto cooiiatM of 
interytewt ■dmhrfftwed toindivfalnato 
is tbeir bona nd imrolved a aeriet of 
t^B fteikg&ed to ttit itadiiift writing 
aod Dmneney activities camnuBily ea- 
comtsredte daily U& in Cuada. Tbe 
m e wnen t of evgyday literacy ikiHi 
waaiwukiBdioCaaada'Kodafciallan' 
jpiaflffit AiepwiientitiwMBiqtfe of a|^ 
j waim a i e i y 9.500 petaona aged 16 to 
69 atteaipiBd aome or an of die taikf 
dediped to neaaon tfieir Uteaqr 
sidOa. Tba nm|^ waa jie-aekctsd 
firam aapoBdeata 10 die BMittbly Li^ 
oor Boree Soney. ReiideHiia of tbe 
^fUno and tf» Notbweit tbatoiea, 
BMOibenoftbeAniiedFofoeavpenooa 

trffa miiu t iona weiencH i nc ln d B dintiie 
aaaqrfe. TbeaeexelaaiaoaacooiffltfiDr 
i^pRB^BBately 3% of tbe Canadian popebttioa. 



Tbe Snvey of literacy Skills Uaed la Dafly Activi- 
ties bdlds npon eariferieaeaicb by tbe National Aaaesf- 
mem of Edncatioiial Piogiess (NABP) in tbe United 
Statea and on tbe Sootbam Uteney Stndy coodneted in 
1986. Tbe Soodiam Litesacy Stndy was die fiiit Cana- 
dim direct meaflimneot stndy fbcoaied on tbe iasae of 
the adoU fonctiMial literacy problem in Canada. Tbe 
Smvey of Utency Skills Used bi Daily Activities is in- 
tended to provide more deddled bifoniiattoo on tbe lead- 



••PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 



ing, writing and numeracy skill levels of raniHtiaiw 
Dsing a ratetamially Inger ample base dian tim pievi- 
oossody. 

For the purpose of the survey, literacy was d^Uied 
as: 



✓ tbe hifmniatinn processing akiUs 
necessaiy to ise die pfiated mate- 
fbd commonty e no o u nt B w d tt 
woric, itt bome md in die eooani- 

From tUi broad definition, skill 
levels wen defined accofding to die 
abHittearecpiind to acMMi^isba wi- 
My (tf aoivides. Forieadb^ die abili- 
ttes langed firora tocatiiv a wonl or 
item in a 6ocmeat (for namplev lo> 
eatbig die eqdiy da'B on a driver's tt- 
ceace) to more complex abilities 
involving tlie bitegration of infonoa- 
tion firaoi vttioQS pane of a docnment 
(fior eaample. rea^ng a chart to deto*- 
mine if an employee is eligible for a 
paiticntarbea^t). 



T!» survey employed three qncstiopnahes to profile 
the cbaracterisdcs and die literacy skills of Canada's 

✓ asBtof'bac kg w und "«ipe8d0BSwbicbgahBediafar- 
naokn on an infividiad's ncio-dBmogiapbic dianc- 
terirtcs, on parental edBcattowlacfaievenwitea well 
as perceived Itocy skills and needs; 
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^TCOPYAVAILIJL 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC). ' 
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OHk^ est EductlionaJ RMMfch and tmpro^vmiNii 
EOUCATlONAi RESOURCES INfOflMATlON 

^.Tftts dOCymvnt haa tm^n rsprcdgcM as 

OfiQiAati/^ It 

P MifH?f cfti»tg#» r\§v^ twari mada to fmptovsi 

• Po»nta oJv»ai* Of op»niontff*f#<j>nfniiciQCu 
mam <to no! nac^MArtfy f«DrM«n( official 
OERf poaftion pc^cv 



CanaicM 



1^ t 'teueeiat quwiionMir a , invciving » aadl amber 
(rf mr ti pift BdE*. designai to idedify indivkiails witb 
ygy Hmtol toacy ^fliiiei (Ifaoie who lad vtxy tow 
ttaiqr itflitiet waw not idBBd to iwpood to tbc next ' 

✓ a'iiiiiD*qpe«kiBifae,C(n|iiibigttefii^arity(tfd» 
Iteicy tBrttitood< uwisuring spe c i fi c wa d tng, writ* 

Tte ttt n^fi* preUndnary dm MgfcHynt tfao readiDg 
ddSsofadoltCnadiiBi. Dm oo the writing end nnmcr- 
aByikiIliwiabeiBade«vtilabteattbBfladofJiiiiel990. 
A nkTOHlin fite allimii^ detified nalyib of locMe- 
mofTiphic chaiKteristici with the aaigaed indWfafaai 
skill lovditiidKQies for eaebtuicalio will be avtUable 
•t that time. A foil mlysis ai tbe nnvey data it id^ 
Bled fty poMlcaiiflD in SqUBinbcx 1990. 

Tbe mtiB 'ooiBoiDe* of tlie anvejf ii ■ KpttttD teit 
icoie iior each iwqwiidBiitfofn>adIiigiWiititig lad Bmaei^ 
acy. lb rid ia tliB iiaeq>etatiflB of tiieie Kflwi» le^oP" 
dean have bem cai^anaed hiio ddU l0v«la acGOidiag to 
thdrpetfion&anceoottietefL Inibeeateoffeadhig,the 
Isvdsara: 

Level 1- ranaManm at tfais lovd have difi&alty deattng 
with pdmed macez^ They mott lihely idea- 
tify theandves ai peo|de who CBBDOt icad; 

Levdl- CaoadiaaiatdiislevdGaaaeprinKdmiBdala 
only fisr Uadted iwip oae t soch ai findiag a fih 
miliar wonl in a sinqde text Ttey would ffleely 
iBcogai» themaelvBi at havhig diiBcnIties widi 

COCBflSQB flBfl^SOj^ GQflfiBCfal^^ 



Level 3- Caaadiaas at tfait level caa nae leadta g mrtai ali 
in a variety itf sitmtlans provided die SHOBriri is 
simple, eteflrty lafal oat and the t^tevdved 
an aot too cmqiiex. IMdle dma pei^ie g6oep> 
aify do Boi see dieaisdlvea as haviiV aa^ieed* 
iag <B£BGiiltieSi ifa^ tend to avoid wiamttniif 

Levd4- GaoadiMs at dds level meet most e vwyday 
nadiag (tf"TH*M** Thb is a latj^ aad dlvase 
poop lAkh ciahiWtt a wkle nage of leadiiv 
ddOs. 

For die pmposB of this report, Caaadiaas at levels 1 
and 2 are described as having ddlls too limited to deal 
witb evoyday le^g deaiaods. Caaadiaas at level 4 
laive lea^^ sUUs sufficient to taut everycby require' 
meats, while those at level 3 have a readhig pn^deacy 
eaabliag them to baadle rsadiag deaumds withia a moie 



For men detailed isfonn&ioo, contact: 

OUles Mbotigay (613^1-9731) or 
Scott Mniny (613-931-9476) 
HoiisdKdd Surveys Division 
Ststiwi ^ Ca"fH t* 



or 

Ibm Bncfaer (613-9S3-5283) 
National Literacy Secr^ariat 
DepBiirwat of the Secretary of StaSB of Caaada 



HIQHLiGHTS 



Tfae m^jisity (62%) of tbe Caittdian adiitt popsbh 
tknaged l6ioC9 h av eica J i ni i MIW ut mfffc tattio 
(teal Willi mo»gvwyiiiyigidtot i e qttiw iBe «i (l^ 
4). Tfeeir ddlli sie Ideate to eaabto Item to ac- 
qoiie ftmberloiowiedge otiiig wdstea muerial (ko 

Tb8 mMlliag akilli of 16ft (2^ aiiUteo) of Canda's 
tttoltf too limitBd to aUowitaB to deal witb tbe 
DU^jority oT itrrittea material enconiawtd in evexy- 
(tey life. '"Hii poeeotafe iDetudaa iofividtiala 
wifflse aUUtiea at^ iJaiaified at tovela 1 (Sft) asd 2 
and pefsooa wte did not ausavt the teat be- 
easiB tliey reported li8?iiig 00 aUIitiea is EogUsli or 

Reach 0%X 

Of the 2ft (320,000) (tf Caoada'i adolt praulaihn 
i^ofted havhig no aUUa ia dtber ^ CaMOi'i dB- 
dal laogDagea, the great m^ority (3 oa of 4) so 
women over 35 yean ago and 71ft of them live 
in Ontario. 

A farther 22ft (4.0 milUoB) of Canadian adolta can 
on rea^ng materiali to cany oat dmple reading 

ffly^f yi^iw f|imffiTgmitert« with mtgri«l« that ire 

dearly laid ootGevel 3). However; this group does 
not have safBdeatsUUs to cope with more comptoa 



Htgii sciiool eomptetfoiB ia to cvirjitej reuBng 

• Sixty pereeatftfCmadiau with el«»maryseho<tf- 
ing only or wtthosi any seboolfa^ whatsoever have 
very lifflited reading ttiOs and have difBcntty with 
written niatedals(tevela land 2). Ontyl2fttfCa- 
nadians with that level ^edocatiao can meet nwst 
everyday readhig reqairemenis (level 4) (see table 

m Sixteen percent of Canadians with some secradary 
scbooling are St the lowest two levels while 48ft 
have the skills necessary to (teal with common read- 
tag reqnhements (level 4). 

• Secondary school completion shows a strong nda- 
tionship to everyday readhig skills. Only 8ft of Ca- 
nadians with high school ccunpletion are at tevels 1 
and 2, white 70ft have skills thtt permit them to 
meet daily dananb (level 4). 

• Few rf««'««iw with post-secomtery trsiniog have 
low levete of reading proficiency (levels 1 and 2). 
The great majority of Canadians who attended oni- 



versity (89ft at tevel 4) or cfHnmnnity college (81ft 
at tevel 4) have re^hig suite snffictent to DM ev- 
eryday sUaattons. Thispereemageitterease8to93ft 
for anivo^ graduates with a Bachelon degree or 
above sad to 84ft fiv ctmimonity college gndoates 
with a ^toaa certiflcate. 

"Tmatgpagretotioaship between edacattottl attafai- 
mentandlitaacyprofteieaeyisiUnstratedthrDngha 
compmisoa of the performa nce of those who todc 
the test hi English and Fkmieh. White there waa no 
significaatdiflinencMamoi^the 16-24 year olds, 
becaaaea higher percentage of the okter Canadians 
wto totdc the test in Bi^lish compteiad high sctool, 
fewer adults who took the test in English were cate- 
goiteed at the two lownt readhig skill levels (13ft 
vslgft— seetabte3). 



Almost 30ft of adults bom outside Canada have 
ttnitted everyday re«di« sUOa In dtho* EngUdi fB* 

• Diftereittes hi literacy performance levete b^ween 
immigrants am) fynjjHfan boni r^xnHtoi^ (ne 
tabte 4) can be attriboted to a number of fiiom in- 
dadtog level of e«hicmioa,naHhg tongue a nd fi i mil- 
iarity witfaEngiisfaarFrKKh. 

• The more recent hnmigrsnts exhibited lower levete 
of English asd Rwch literacy luoteency than those 
wto had bem hi Canada looger. For those who had 
migratMl 10 Canada daring die patt dende (1980- 
89)«40ft have Ifanited reading skilte (tevete 1 and2) 
c o B Bpa re d to 20ft for die period 1970-79. 



Readiiig akSb of Canadtens Ughot fai West 

• Eastern Canada shows the highest p rop c ft ioos of 
a(failts with low literacy skilte (ne tabte 1). New- 
fbmi(Uasdt with ateMMt a(inaiter of its a(faiUpopate- 
tira at tevete 1 and 2 and 36ft at level 3. regteters 
the lowest estimated reading skill tevels in Canada. 

• NovaSct^NewBranswicksnd(}nebechaveshn- 
ilar readhig skill profiles with between IS and 20ft 
of theh* adolt population at levete 1 and 2 ami close 
toS7 atlevd4. 

• Ontario and Manitoba results indicate that 62% ami 
6Sft <tf their adolt poimlation have tevcl 4 readhig 
skilte white Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Co- 
lomtia have the highest percentages at that tev«I at 
69ft and above. 
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Men utd women sbow the nine reuUngabUities 

• Tto eveiyday mding skill profiles for taea and 
women aie flssemially the seme (see table 5). 



Higher everyday readhig sidOf fbund among 
younger COTaritana 

• ClosB to three Cwimtians out of four aged 16-34 
possess readteg abitttiet aofficieot to deal with most 
wxiitenmittBrialaKomiiefed daily (level 4). Among 
the 55-69 year olupopalation the proportion is oily 
C06 in three (see t^le 6). 

• With regard to lower reading skill levels, only 6% of 
the yonngest adults (16-24) are at levels 1 and 2 



while among the S5-69 age gronp, these ntegories 
con^riae 36%. 

Soriffisingly, ahnost a qoarter of the yonngest adnlts 
(16-24) have abilitiM at level 3. This could be at- 
tributed, in pan, to their lack of exposure to the vari- 
ety d documents et^noitered everyday. 



Higher hicome associated with Ughe* reading 
skills 

• In general, Canadians eaihibitiag greater readhig 
abilities have a hig h er p r op ortimi of above average 
hKimes. FIfty-finr pncem of the Canadians with 
no faicome orarepQitnlhieon» of 1^ thu $10,000 
are at level 4 reading while this percentage jumps to 
82% ta tlM»e with taicomes of $40,000 or higher 
(sec table 7). 



Ihbitl- PmtativtiiiitraBllnorpmoMaicdlMbyrcadliigikfflte^ tMcs. 

(yi^' yyw yw* wfcfl rftpwmd hiwHtig no iddllg in eitfaer of Canida's official UngoagCt are incloded in Level 1) 



Rautt^adOs 



Levdl 



L«veI3 



Levtl4 



MaoD EdwBd Utmt 



lUIBBI 



^ Alberti 



18,024 

1.546 
384 
8S 
S94 
483 
4.721 
6^ 
^984 
703 
632 
1,649 
2W 



7* 


9ft 


22ft 


62% 


6ft 


13ft 


30ft 


S2% 


7ft 


17ft 


36ft 


39ft 


(1) 


(1) 


(1) 


(1) 


Sft(Q) 


10ft 


^ft 


57ft 


6ft 


12ft 


26ft 


56ft 


6% 


13ft 


25ft 


57ft 


9ft 


8ft 


21ft 


62ft 


4ft 


7ft 


19ft 


70ft 


5ft (Q) 


7ft (Q) 


23ft 


65ft 


3ft (Q) 


5ft (Q) 


19« 


72ft 


4ft 


7ft (Q) 


17ft 


71ft 


5ft 


7ft 


19ft 





Somw Siir^ of UteneySm Used in DaOyActMOes, Statist 



Lefdl- Canadiai»attfaiilevdhav«(ti£Bcaltydeali^ They inostlflEeJyidcatily themselves m people 

who cmot md. 

Level 2- CioaiSanstt this Ievd(» ope pdnlDdnatedaba^ 

WA Thfy Hkaly rrrffgliTf Tfrf*nW^«** — haviny ««ffinilt4i»* mrfth cnmrnon readteg tlMlBrillt 

Levtl3- Cteafimtttfatolevdca windfaignaiBriabinftvvieiyofi&Bttte 

ottadttettrisimolvedseaaitoocaavleaL W^tteKpeoptegBanatydonocseetbenaBtvesasbviiig 
fCKfiiig dUBcoItiBi, thqr iBirf ID tvoid rilBtticnf nqn^ 

1^4- CSnaiBaattttlilsIevdiMiiiottmydiynai^ Tldf is a iaqie nd dtvcne groap wUch exhiUtt a 

wide OBgB of ddlli. 



(1) T^«t yff«rlfag viffiiitffffty|||f»ii- i «* M ii>«th t| i iff i ^^ 

(Q) UaenaiecattioiiedthMibesniplingviriabiliiy^^ 
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TUit2- PMBti|tditiiMlM0fCnadiiBBdBits^l«-6»b7UgittttlevdofKboDli^ 
1ml, Canada. 

(Note: Bxclodes penn who fqmad btving DO 8ki^ 







LCfH 1 










17,7^ 


5% 


10% 


22ft 


i3ft 




1318 


27% 


33% 


28% 


12% (Q) 




4^27 


3%(Q) 


13% 


35% 


48% 




4481 


(1) 


6%(Q) 


22% 


70% 


TMeScbool 


U33 


(1) 


(I) 


25% (Q) 


63% 


Commmity College 


2^38 


(I) 


(1) 


15% (Q) 


81% 


UiiivAuily 


3^56 


(1) 


0) 


8%(Q) 


89% 



Sownt: Sarwy cfUtaaey SkUU Us&i in Daily AetMtUs, Statistics Canada, 1989, 



Ufdl- r«»««H«T« «tthwlflv«Jh«vediffimliyde«ifa Thcy most likely ideoiify theinsehrta as pco^ 



Lerdl- CtaiidianiMtlililavel can primed natadaliai^teliii^ 

(Bxt Thgy w o o M Twrayrfm thwnaeivgi M havictt .lif fe nt ti ffi wfah conuDOo reading matmiriii . 

aataadtbettikiiimihrBdannattaocaapiesK. WUtetheKpecviegBiiGnaiydoBatseetbeaisetveatt 
lOKBixgcSfficaitetiisy lead to avoid itoaito 

1^4- CtaaiBfiMatiiiiilewliiieetiMeve^nteyi^^ Thia b a la^^e and dh«m groqi wUcfa cKliibits a 

wida noiD of lOMBng dfllib 



• ibtaliododo'NotStatPd'levalofKhooiiiig. 

(1) ThesanpiingvskbOitymciatadwilfaddBes}^^ 

(Q) Usen are nH TT*f«w< dot the tampUng variaUUty aa»ri»Tl with this ssdmaic is high. 
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to cQHyldt tke taring CandSi 

(hNite: Exdodcs pcmn wfao leportBd htviBg M 



(ttMnSS ReadiDi Skills 







Lcvdl 


Levii2 


Lml3 


Ufel4 


Csndatotri 


17,705 


5% 


10ft 


22ft 


i3ft 




13372 


5% 


8ft 


22% 


6Sft 


Pnoch test 


4333 


4%(Q) 


14ft 


25% 


57ft 


BomliCuMte 


14422 


3ft 


9ft 


22% 


H% 


Ei^tisb lost 


10^38 


2%(Q) 


7ft 


21% 


70ft 


PflBOCh iBtt 


4fi85 


4%(Q) 


13ft 


23% 


57« 



Soaru: Survey efUuney SUOs UsedlnDatfyAaMtles, StaOsties Canada, 1989. 



Lefcl2 CtaadiaQf ttth^levdcaDWiiinfedinticdtliaR^^ 

iBDtt. TTl^ WOlrttf Wffjy irCftfP^r* tM?-y»«j <Mffiffnltfa« iWi cnrnmnn tBoiHf^ material*. 

ontwdtlietMl aiuw I wd aenottDocoByiaL W^DtfwtBpeoptogBocattydonacseetbeBsdvesaihfv^ 

wrflH| fHWnnMw^ Ihwy —wit tn awniil aitiMttiW «W<|Hiritty IM^I^. 
LefCl4 f^'T*^'^ •« tMm Ummi tiKw* twnt *wii»yH«y rP>«.<fay AmMfwfa TUS b S laiSC Blld divOK glttip wUcb exfaOlitB S 

wids SQSB of iwSi^ AilbL 



'nblt4- PwmHh dhir ftyllOM of wlilH hoim ii TimiH aid of ailylti horn cmtrfdt CmiwIb ■grd Itf <i? hj rttri 

(Nocrt Eicbides peaan wl» s^cnsd liiviiig 00 sld^ 



Pnfwirt'ff*' RmfiBf SkfBi 



Lmil Level2 Levd3 Lcvd4 

17,705 5% 10% 22% «3% 

14^22 3% 9% 22% 66% 

3477 14% (Q) 14% (Q) 24% 48% 

Sowvt.- SwQ^ qfUmaey SkOis Uttdbtl^AaMUgs, SmOates Canada, 1989. 



Levdi- r>««rft«*« «trtit«i«i«iJ it«iw <ni f ku ii fy<iariiitg«^ They mott likely ideniifythenMdves at people 

wto cnnot ivaiL 

LcTdz. CtaiHiianittfUs level can wflitaBdoiittrialioolyte 

leaa. llwy wonUUkdynGopBStbefflMlvoaathiyiiigd^ 

1^3- G^oadtattthblsvdcaiiwietfngBHnrialfiDavBtoiyof ...tiiaDs provided die inatBrial is 8iiiq)ie,elflailyl8^ 
ootaadtbeiykiiiivolvedaeooctoooonptaL WldbdieaepeQ^gBaennydonotseediflnsehmashaviognii^ 

1^4- Cknadianaitddtle«dneeiiBOfteveqRlayie«BagdBmani^ lldi is a tege and diveae graap wfakdi eoddbiis a 
wide of laMUiif ddlb. 



• IbMliocbides'NdiSttwr'oaBntiy of origin 

(Q) Uaen axe " • ■■» >nHi. «< dat die nnxpiing variability aiMri»rrt wiifa dus estimaie is high. 



IMal 

Bon in Canada 
Imntigwida 
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TlMtS- Piittmiji d lil rl b it iiM afadBlt aged 16^ by ittrtowrta^ 

Octoterl989,CMtdt 

(Note: BxdiK!apencmwbo reported baviag 00 skim in 



Popatatioa ResM&ig9dI]f 



Levdl Lml2 Levei3 Lmi4 





17»70S 


5% 


10% 


22% 


fi3% 


Mito 


8JB12 


S% 


9% 


23% 


63% 




8<891 


5% 


10% 


22% 


63% 



Smt: SwvtfofUmmymisUmdiRDmjActMiia^SmstiesCauaa. 



Uvdl- CanadiiBstt this level btvedifScoUydealiBg within^ Tbey most UteJy identify tbeniselvcsw people 

who CflDDO( VB8d« 

Ufcl2- CtoadfaMMiliiiteydcjaiaepriniBdinite^ 

texL IteywoBldUteiyiepo^BdieaHivetaitiivfa^ 

LefdS- ^"-^t*^***^ v-^**! fwrffag matari^la fai • of ghmikjM provided the material ia anmlBL degriv lakl 
omnddiettHkibivoMnBMtioooomplai. WldtetlinB]«]|itegBOBadtydoiioC8eetfaeniehmaf li^^ 
iCM&ig (SfBcsItiei, tfiey lead tt> avQii tf&iti^ 

Ufd4- Onadimttddtte«diiie«iao«emB3fdiy lo^^^ Tlds is a laige and diveae graup whteh eitdbiB a 
wide mga of nMttng ddllk 
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IkMtC- FintMpMrlbirtiMorCandlnadiatiMltdli-^byageiroiiptihow^ 
Cnada* 

(Hole: Excttides pecm who itpixttd having DO 

RcMttnt Skilb 



Levdl LevdZ LerdS Level4 



16*24] 
25-34 yem 
35-S4ye«B 

5$4»\ 



17,785 


5% 


10% 


22% 


63% 


3^ 


1%(Q) 


S% 


23% 


71% 


4^34 


2%(Q) 


5% 


17% 


76% 


MA 


4% 


10% 


23% 


63% 


3498 


15% 


21% 


29% 


36% 



Saant: Smytf Literacy SUIbUadUt Daily AaMties,Staistia 



Level 1- p th<« itniri have <«ffbailty deatUng with prmted mattriala. They 0)081 Ukdy identify tfaeoisdvcs as peqsfe 

wtocuoonmL 

tBML TlieywopkllitelywcoyitottiemwtvMMhtv^ 

Levcia- an«fiiiiitttfaisMc«iMiaAigiiii»i^intvvieiyofs^^ 

omandibetulaiiimdvedmiioitaoeaBiqileBL WhfletfieKpecqitegneadly do not Me dieinselvesait laving 

Level 4- rmmMsmt mt iM* imwd iwwt nvMi Hwayrfay readtng demmdiL TUs is 8 kBgB 8Dd divose groop widch cxhibils a 
wide range of readtogsidlb. 



(Q) Uaen are caotkned that the nnpling variability sssoc^^ 
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1WHt7» PM««Btaf0diMMtiMarCaMidiaa«doltsa^l6-«9bylMSiBdii^ 
lig rcadt^ ikffl levfi, Cnadi. 

0^ Bxchideg penoot who r^qited having no flki^ 





















Lev«12 






Caaada* 


17,195 


5% 


10% 


ZZ% 




Len dun $10^000 


SM6 


7% 


12% 


26% 


54% 


$10jOOO-$19W 


3jsn 


5%(Q) 


13% 


23% 


59% 


S20SXKi' 939^99 


3062 


(1) 


7%(Q) 


22% 


69% 


$40,000 or nme 


2^35 


(1) 


(1) 


13% (Q) 


82% 



Soarct: S»vey cfLUmtey SMUs Used in DaOy AetMOa. SuOsties Canada, 1989. 



Levdl .C^nMUaniMifatelevdliivedifi&atty dealing wl±prin^ l^mcmlflcBlyklentifytbemafitves at people 



Uvd2- Canaito at ttrfa level can naeprinttdmattriala only far limii e dpiu p^ | 
mt llNy mU mnly lecoffiia diemaehm n hiv^ 

Levels- Ckn^lingMttiialevdcaaiiiei ffwIingm ai iri a ii inavari^ 

omandtbetateinvolvedareaoctoocoinpieK. While tfaeaepeoirfegenenyiy do not see themadveaai having m^or 

leMSsg iSfBciiltieB, tfiey lead to aroU sifiatioBgnqBi^ 

Lml 4- Cao^i» at tUalsvd meet matt emyiby leading demands. TUs is a laige and diveise poop wUch exfaibiia a 
wide laoge itf mading ddlb. 



• tbtalinclDdee'NotStattl'incamei 

(1) The snqiiingvsial^ associated witfi this esdmaiB is too high far d^ 
(Q) Useajmcandooed that die sao^Ung variability associated widi this 9St^^ 
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SURVEY OF LITERACY 
SKILLS USED IN DAILY 

ACTIVITIES 




SURVEY OVERvi^W 



On bebaif of the N«iiofial Liuncy Seoetinau 
Octdwr 1989 Statiatics Cn«to cmdocted ft sofvey de- 
gjgned to antisdirecUy the ftmct ionfti reading, writing 
and mu n eacy skflla of Canada'i adult pmwtoinn , 

Tbe Survey of Literacy Skills Ufod in Daily Acdvi- 
tiescontisttdof interyigwsarfmininprBdtoindivicfaals 
in their faoaiea and invidYed a series of taika deaigned to 
test leading, writing od mmency abOitiBS wbh reflect 
to activitks coomonty eaoMBitand in daily life in Can- 
ada. TbeassessmaadTeveiydayliiBii- 

skills was restricted to Csnada's 
offiflial langQSgsa* A npmmuiw 
safflfile of appradmately 9400 per* 
■SOS aged 16 to 69 attaaqited soaw or 
all d the tadss designed to n w as ui e 
tbeir Uteraey skins. Tbe sample was 
pre-selacted frnn les p ondsBts to die 
monthly Labour Force Survey* Resi- 
deats of tiie Yokoo a6d the Northwest 
HanitoriM, members d the Armed 
Forces, penoos Uriiv on Indian le- 
servesandimnatasofiostimtifliiswem 
not indoded in die sample. These ex- 
dnsitnis account for appnuinotdy 
3% of die Csnadian populartiw 

For the pnrpose of tte rarvey, lU- 
eracy wn defined as: 

✓ die infarmatifi processi ng aidOs 
neoessaiy 10 use die prteled ante- 
rial conanoBly c uc o unie iB d work, home and in 
tlie community. 

From diis broad d^nition. skill levels were defined 
wcoiding to the abilities rupiired to acconplish a vari- 




ety of activities. Pgnctional maneracy skills of Canadi- 
ans were assessed thrwightte use of wwummlyeiwoBn" 
tered ikicnomits and ferms such as a swimmiig pool 
schedule (locking a partienlar time), abank deposit slip 
(a « Mi tion a n ds ub ig s ct io n),acatalogne(Hderftinn(addi- 
ticm and mnltiplicatioa). Several numeracy tasks were 
osed and involved ddiers single qwniion or a scries of 
numerical operadims. Bach apamkm was, however, 
scored imlividmUly. The mmmacy ddUs nmaniTMl re- 
flect n(K only die ability to perfiam nametic operadons 
but also the ability to achieve diem 
within dte context of everyday tasks 
requiring the use of documents and 
forms. 

The survey employed three cpies- 
tiomairestopn^ledw characteristics 
and the litmacy skills of Canada's 
adult popntationr 

✓ a set of "backgromid* ^ueakms 
which gathered iiifuiiiiBtiflP on an 
indiviihBd's soc&Hiemogniildc 
ehanaetefisties. on wa i i Mt f i ethica- 
tiooal achi e v cu ie ut as well sa pa- 
ceived literacy skills and needs; 

a "scieening* (piestiornaiie, in- 
volving a smaU nmntw oi sijiple 
fades, deaignBd to identify individ- 
oals widi very limited litaracy abil- 
ities (dnse who had very low 
literacy abilities were not asked to rcspcxid to tbe next 

qoestionnatae); 

✓ a "main" qnestiaanairB, comprising die m^io'^ ^ 
die litesacy test, aimed at meaBoriog specific reading, 
writiffig wkI niF P ffr a cy aHlitiffiTi 
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The astwhed data highlight the namentcy sidlls of 
tHtnU Ciwwtiiiitff Pata on thff rpudtBg '^Mt <Hf C ft"******" ** 
were releated May 30, 1990 while infm^&atiia cm the 
wrltiflg skills will be available at a l^er d^. Amiao- 
data file of tto sorvey resolis is also preaently available. 
The micn>Hiaia file wmiains the sodo^lcmogra pfa i e char- 
acteristici ojileciBd fiom Mch xe^pcadott at well as the 
assigned iiidividaaialdll levels for reading ami numeracy 
and the individual scores ftg each Wk. Tbepresnt 
mienHiita file does not indnde ai yet ai^ned writ- 
ing skill levels and the actses for the writing tasks but tl» 
file win be updated at no extn cost as soon as this into^ 

Tbe miin 'oiilccnio* of die litoiic^ 
late ten snxe f « each feqimintt fiv i«a^^ 
and mmereey* Tb aid in tbo faiteiprettt&iii of tiiesa 
S60i8i» leqwodeiM bave b;«a catagor^ 
eUacconSivtotheirpeffionnaM Intbecaw 
of omiaacyt fbe tevete aic: 

Lavdl- rmartiamatttotevdhavevqy 

acy abiUsitt wiikb eaaUe tbern to, ttsnosu lo- 
cate and rpcffgniz^ nuinbcw in iaolatinn or in a 



Level2- Canadians at tfaia Icvd can deal wilfa material tt- 
qoiii!^ tton to peifonn a sisnple numerical ojv 
fTBtf ffft swh w an flddft^ w a^ roHnFff^** 

LevdS- Canadians at Ais level can deal wiainatexialii&- 
quiriag them to pcifuiin simple s e c p ic g ices <rf no* 
merfciJ c^OTttiftng inidcb f^^ ^ h H^ dims to mett 
most everyday demaods. 



B y move ddaiied iii frcfwfiiinH^ oootact* 

Oaies Montigny (613-951-9731) 
HoQKhoId Surveys Division 

or 

Karoi Kelly (613-9S1-4S94) 
Sodal Sorvey Mednds Divisim 
Statistics Oa^fflda 

or 

Natiraial Literacy Secretariat (819-953-5283) 
I>ei»rtmm (tf die Secretay of State 
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HIGHLIGHTS - NUMERACY SKILLS OF 

CANADIANS 



• Tl» m^^nity (62%) of Caiiaite*s kIoU iMq>iilati(ni 
(aged 16^) htve nnmeracy dcUlsraf&iBm to han- 
dle t&e mimical ttda mmatSkf vaeomtmA in 
every day life. These aJdUseoaUettemtt) deal with 
prii^d material it^oitiBg a 8iiD|rfeie< ; a CTc e of nu- 
mericalopeittiimadevelS). Skills at tiiia level are 
8de<|Baie to nuet tbo snneiacy leQuiieneiits of 
flMtt everyday docwnenH nd ftacau (fee ttl^ 1). 

• Twenty foor pncmt (4^ millicn) of Cmwftian 

iM>tcvwy(toyiiBnwBcyigi|BiiciMati bat cap deal 
witii conniMoly cucou&iered docunwnii and f onus 
fH|iiixiog tbeai to peif ons a ti89|^ Biiiiie^ 
tioo SQch at an addiiim <v a lubliactioQ (teval 9* 

• Anaditttkmal 14% (2.4 milUim) of CaottUan adults 
faave UiBitediiiiaiMaoyAilb (level 1). TbaieskiUs 
enahte thesi m. at nrntt. locatB Md lecoffDise noni- 
bcnioUtdttioBoriaadumiBit Their afidUls do 
not peiiuii theai to perfom mmerical o p e ratio ns 

• Theinaiency Aillf ofattestiinai^S%ofibetotal 
^ff iy ^ yf OT adult po|Nilttion (sraie 820*000 adnlts) 
wen ncrtaaieand and boee are ttftt inel«led in Uds 
distribnttoo. Of dnse, approximately 320XNX) 
adDiiaie|KMBdliavingnoikiIlsineitlierofCan«b's 
official langnagpa and, tfaeief ore, dM not attempt the 
tasL AftmherSOO^OOOadDltswennotaakedtotalce 
the main test* which ci^ained the munezBcy items, 
due to tfae^ H ^ i t t t i t lea^Dg ddQs in Ffffl^T^ or 
French. The reading skills of this subgroup would 
likely limit their abUity to onderstand the infonna- 
don n cftded to cairv oai ^e nanmacv tadES. 



Niomcy Affli doKiy Hiiked to levd of adumUng 

• As widi reading skills, n nmwcy skills are closely 
Uofced to die levd of sdwoling (see t^rfe 2). 

• Almost half (46%) of Canada's achilts who reported 
having either no sctooling, or elementary sctooling 
only,hadvefy limited mmmacy skills (level 1 abili- 
ties which enable than to, at most, locate and recog- 
nize nmnben). 

• Sixty fonr percent of Canadians whose higt»st level 
of Khooling is secoodary school completion were 
categtnized at nomency level 3 (abilities enabliiMt 
them to n^ most daily reqniranents). Incompari- 



s>n, only 47% of those who started but did not com- 
plete their s^ndary schooling were classified at 
dat level. 

• Eighty three percoit of adult Canadians who at- 
temied oniversity were assened as having skills en- 
aiding diem to meet most everyday nomerscy 
demands (level 3). 



Functioiial numeracy skills closely associated with 
ftmdiaiial reading sidlb 

• Tte reading skills of Canadisns (described in a re- 
port reteSMd CO May 30) woe rated firom level 1 
(v«y limited) to level 4 (saiflcient to me^ taou ev- 
eiyttay remling reqidrmimits). Bi^ity two pemnt 
of Canadians with riding skills sufficient to n»et 
most everyday ^mamls (reading level 4) also hsve 
nnnmacy skills sufficient to meet these draiands 
(numeracy level 3). 

• Canadian adults with limited rB«iingskill8pre<fa»ni- 
nantly have weak nmneracy skills (see table 3). 
Ninety stvea percent of CaiwdiMis who have diffi- 
culty dosling with prittt^mitferial (reading level 1) 
have aameracy ddlls that emble th«n to, at mon, 
hicate nnmbers in isidatton or in a stort text (nnuMT- 
^ level 1). Sixty ei^pereratirfleiwl 2 readers 
(diose with limited skills snch as finding a funiliar 
word in a simple text) have only level 1 numeracy 
skins. 

• Only 1 ont of 3 Canadians with reading skills at 
level 3 (tt»se who can use reading mattrial pro- 
vided it is simi^, clearly laid out and the task in- 
volved is not too complex) have nmneracy skills 
snffieioit to me^ most everyday drasands (numer- 
acy level 3). 

• a(»e to 1 in 5 adults bom outside Canada have very 
limited e^^day nnmo^ ddlls. DifTimiwes in 
literacy paformanMlevels between immigrantsand 
Canadian bora r^xmdrats (see table 4) can be at- 
tributed to a number of factors iwlndiiBg level of 
schooling, mother tongue and familiarity with En- 
glish or I^t»ich documoits. Sixty three pocou of 
adults bon in Cmiwia were categ(»ized at level 3 
Oevel which enables them to meet ou»t everyday 
demands) «>mpared to 57% for diose bora outside 
Canada. 
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• The mrae leceat immigruitt exiiibited lo^ftr levels 
^numerKy pn^h^eacy iJuD Ui!»e who bad bMn in 
Canada I(Higer. Ftettosewto had migtited to Can- 
ada diBiog the past decade (1980^). 34% have 
skills wffictoit to me^ everyday numeracy de- 
mands (te^ 3) compared to 58% fcv the p^od 
1970-79. 

Functional numeracy skiUs of Canarifams highest 
faiWcflt 

• Ontario and the fmv weatem jaroviMM have over 
60% of their sdolt pcqmlation with nomeracy skills 
that enable them to meet most everyday demands 
(levels). Thehi^estpereeaiagesttdiatlevelwen 
obsenreU fai Alberta (72%) ai^ British COUimhia 
(70%). 

• The highest percentages of (Canadians with limited 
fottcttooal nameiacy AiUs (levd 1) aie foond in the 
Atlantic provinces (25%). (^i^bec also had a per- 



centage in this category (19%) which is above the 
national average (14%) (see table 1). 

Highest fku^ttonal ninno^ ddUs found among 
resptmdoits 25-34 yean of age 

• Nnmoracy skills were ingest among adnlts in the 
age group 25-34 with 69% of them at level 3 (see 
table 5). 

• Foortera percent of Canada's yoinig adaii^ (16-24) 
have v^ limits nmneracyd^litiM (level l)amla 
fnxthn 30% of them have level 2 skills allowing 
them to deal with material requiring them to per- 
form a simple numerical operation. Less exposure 
to everyday printed matwial by young adults may, in 
part, ejqdain differences between this age group and 
dte 25-34 yevoids. 

. • F(sty seven percent of Canadians aged 55-69 have 
nnmeracy skills efficient to meet everyday numer- 
acy demuids. 
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Ikfeltl- PercaitagedlttribntioatfpcmiHagedl6^byiiraem7sUIlteveIs^ 

(NoSk Bxdwies persras wtw lepinteiS having no skills in either of Canada's official languages and persons 
whose reading skills vrae too limited a> ondftrtakf the main test items) 



Popolatka Numeracy skills 

(tbfiiiiMMh) 



Level 1 Level 2 Uvel3 



Casada 17,2M 

Atlantic 1,497 

NewfiBimdlnd 369 

Ptince Edward Island 79 

NbvmScoda 581 

New&uniwick 468 

Qnehec 4^77 

Ooiario 6,228 

Fkaiiiea 2388 

Mfnitnhw 678 

Sadcatchewan 620 

Alhena U89 

BfiliriiCcdiinibia W5 



WW 






25% 


26% 


52% 


79% 


26% 


45% 


(1) 


(1) 


0) 


21% 


23% 


56% 


22% 


24% 


54% 


19% 


27% 


54% 


11% 


25% 


64% 


10% 


22% 


68% 


13% (Q) 


26% 


61% 


9%(Q) 


26% 


66% 


8%(Q) 


20% 


72% 


9% 


22% 


69% 



Some: Survey of Literacy SMls Used in Daily ActivUies, Statistics Canada, 1999. 



LcTd 1 • ranaitioiw at dlis leval have very fimited numeracy abilities which enable them to. at most, kicaie and recognize 
nnnbers hi iacMaiiflD or in sfaan tBoits. 

Levti2- Qnadiatts at this levd can deal with material requiring tbem to peiliarai a s^ 
ditioo or su b t i a ctiML 

Lcnl3- rcpwrtiiHw «t thia iflwti cm fteal wfah material legnirfaig them to pcrfonn snnrie sequences of numerical operations 
iriiich enable them to meet most evoyday demantb. 



(1) Tiiesanqding variability asaoc^oedwidi dlis esthnate is too high fv the estimate ID b^ 
(Q) Users are cantioaeddiat die sami^ variability assodoedwididtisestiniate is high. 
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Ihblel- Pemnttgedbtribiitii»ofCaii«diaBadiilttftgedl6-69bjlil^ 
skfflleveUCnMfau 

(NotK ExdiKk>»peisoiuwl»r8pateitittving no skills in dtber of Canada's officially 
i^ioae VBM^ ddOt woe too limittd 10 nndenakB the main 







NumerMj skills 










Levdl 


Level 2 


Levels 






14% 


24% 


62% 


fttenwutify only 


1J18 


46% 


32% (Q) 


22%(Q) 






20% 


33% 


47% 




. 4,123 


10% (Q) 


26% 


64% 


ThKlescliod 


IW 


(1) 


23% (Q) 


6S% 


Cammoitity Coltege 


2^ 


(1) 


19% 


76% 


Univenity 


3/»Sl 


(1) 


14% (Q) 


83% 



SofBte: Suri^qfUtenKySMlsUsedinDaUyActMties.Suitistiu 



Levdl- r^mfMm* ai this level have very Hmiied oameracy abilities which enable tbem to, at most, \ocm and m»gniz& 
na snb e a fa isolatiop of in ibon ysxss. 

Level 2- ratmrfiann at this level can deal with mstenal reqoinDg tbem to pexfonn a simple noxnerkal operatian sfKh as an ad- 
dilioo Of sub l i B c U oii* 

Levd3- rafHMtifln« at this level can deal with nuttedai reqmring them to pertonn sinipie sequences of Domencal operations 
wfak± enable them to meet most everyday demsKls. 



* Ibtalmchides "Not Stated" level of schooling. 

(Q) Usen are catttknedtfatt the ssnp^vadaUl^associiaed with this estimate is 

(1) Hie famplifg vaiaMHty l y ranpiatprt w^ titis is too high for the to be released. 
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IkMiJ- Percental^ distribntioii of Casada's tdult pf^alatioo &§ed 16^9 by reading skOl tereli sbowing the 
BSBtracy tkSD levels, Canada. 

(Note: HxclndfiT whn reported having no skills in either of Canada's official lanpiaffes and pcfsoos 

wiKOB reading sldlb were too Ita^Ml to nndenalm the main tcA itHns) 

Popolaten NmoiKy ddUs 

(thooaBib) 




Levell Level! LevdS 



Levdl 


364 


97% (Q) 


(1) 


(1) 


Levd2 


1^ 


68% 


28% (Q) 


(1) 


Levels 


3W 


18% 


48% 


34% 


Level4 


11463 


1%(Q) 


16% 


82% 



SoBRts SunmycfUteraeySldUs Used in Daify Activities, StatistksCa^ 



Nareencj 

Levdl- m tfw« i<w»> have very Hmtod mimeracy driliito n^ifadi caabie thcoi W. St most, tocate ap<t rew^nize 

naabea in ifltdadcn or in abort fiBxts* 
Levd2' rimaiti«iM at tiiis level can deal widi maisrial requinng diem to p^farm a simpde omsaical opoatiao soch as ar ad- 

fflaOB Of HB WaC UOII. 

LevelJ- at dds level can &Bti wiiii material reqoizing diem Go perfonn smpte soqoeoces of numerical (^)er»ioiis 

wtdch enable them to meet roost evexydaydesnanda. 



Baadag 

Lcvdl- Canvliansttdiis level have difBcolty dealing wMipraitBdmaftrials. They roost likely identify tfaemseWes as people 
utecmociead. 

Level 2' Canvlianstt this level can use printed matehabooly for limited porpm 
msL TlMywotikltikBlyrectqp^tlieiBrelvesasIttvii^difi&i^^ 

Lcvd3' Canadians it this level cn ore reatfing materials in a vartety of siisit^pnMded the materia 

out and the involved are me too ooovlex. Wldle these peoiriegeaendly do not we themselves as having nii^ 
icM&os <SfficDtties, th^ (end to avoid stoaiiaos retp^^ 

Level 4- Canadins at this levd meet most everyday reading ^Hnantb. This is a taige and diverse graop which exhibits a 
wide tBDge of reaiUng skiUs. 



(Q) TTten are cautioDed that die satt^Ungvxiability associated with dusestiniaiBS 

(1) iiiessnidiog variability associated with this esttanate is too high for the estimaie tote 
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Tibte 4 - Permitafe dteribattoi <tf adatti bora in Canada and of witdti bimi outride Camula aged 16-^ by nu- 
meracy skffl !evcli» Canada. 

(Note: Bxclndes pessoos who ttportod having no skills in either of Canada's official langimges and perwc j 
whoae teadfaig sUlb were too Umiiad » andefOke the main test items) 





P^BfHltlttflHi 












Levdl 


Lcve!2 


Level3 


CBDadA^ 




14% 


24% 


62% 


Bean in Canada 


14333 


13% 


24% 


63% 


Bqid OQtsido Csoada 


2^ 


17% (Q) 


26% (Q) 


57% 



Sonroe: SarveycfUwiuySkilis Used UtDaify Activities, StatiaicsCan^^ 



Levdl- Omartians at this level have very limited mnneracy aHKties which enable them to, at most, tocate and lecognize 
iHnnirww in iiwhriflp or in sbort tBBtffn 

oittao or soDoacnon. 

Levd3- Cmiaittans at this level cm deal with maeoai rapdring them to perfom staple seqneaces of nmnerical operations 
which enable tliem to meet most everyday demands. 



* ll^alinchides "Not Stated" coomryctfbinh. 

(Q) Users aiecaatiooeddiil the simidiBgvari^lity associated widi this esdmate is high. 
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DiMeS- P arc taiHg canribaAtn cT Caatdfaui mSaitt aged 16^ by age ironp gtowing numtsncy tkOl leveto, 



(Note: Excludes pen(»t who r^tnted having no sidlls in eidier of Canada's official languages and persons 
whose renting skiJlM were too Ifanited to ondeitake the main test items) 

Popaialtoa Numeracy akUb 







Le?ell 


Level 2 


Level 3 






14% 


25% 


62% 


16 -24 yen 


3^ 


14% 


30% 


56% 


25 - 34 yean 


4^11 


9% 


22% 


69% 


3S-54yean 


6307 


13% 


21% 


66% 


35 -69 yean 




24% 


»% 


47% 



SoncK Survey of UtewySldlls Used in DaOyAciMtUs, Swisses Ca^ 



Levdl- Canadians at dds levd have veiy limited unmeney dnliiies wh^ 
tminbeniaiaolaiiflpof jashoHteaoa. 

Levdl- Canadians ttdiistevd can deal with material reqoinng them to pof^ 
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SURVEY OF LITERACY 
SKILLS USED IN DAILY 

ACTIVITIES 




SURVEY OVERVIEW 



On l>elialf of the Natioiml Literacy Secretariat* in 
Octobn 1989 Statistics Canada conducted a survey de- 
signed to dir^tly assess tbe functional reading, writing 
and nun^r^ skills of Canada's adult {xqmlaticHi. 

The Survey of Literacy Skills Used in Daily Activi- 
ties consisted of interviews adminis- 
tered to individuals in their homes and 
involved a series of tasks (tesipied to 
test reading, writing and numoacy 
abilities with resiwct to activities wm- 
monly encountered in daily life in 
Canada* Hie assessment of ev^day 
literacy skills was restricted to 
Canada's o^icial langua^. A reive* 
^ntative ^mple of iq>im>ximat6ly 
9,500 persons aged 1 6 to 69 attempted 
some or all of the tasks designed to 
measure their literacy skills. 

For tbe purpc^ of the survey, literacy 
was (kfln^ as: 

Tbe information processing skills 
necessary to use tbe printed mate- 
rial commonly encounterd at 
work, at home and in the commu- 
nity. 

The survey emptoyed thiee questionnaires: 

• a set of "background" questions which gathered in- 
formation on an individual's socio-demographic 
characteristics as well as perceived literacy skills 
and needs; 

• a "screening" questionnaire, involving a small num- 
ber of simple tasks, designed to identify individuals 
with very limited literacy abilities (those who had 



INTERNATTIOISIAL 



LITERACY 




A rsj rsi E E 

INTERNATIONALE PE 



L'ALPHABETISATION 



very low abilities were not asked to respond to the 
next qiKstionnaire); 

a "main" questionnaire, comprising tbe majority of 
tbe literacy test, aimed at measuring specific read- 
ing, writing and nomeracy abilities. 



Functional writing skills of Cana- 
dians were assessed througb the use 
of two writing tasks. One involved 
tbe writing of a simple message to a 
household member asking t^m to 
turn on the oven. This task required 
that three specific pieces of informa- 
tion be included, namely, turn tbe 
oven on, to a temperature of 450 'F 
(230 'C) at 5:30 p.m.. The second 
task required re^ndents to write a 
letter to a comity requesting the re- 
pair of an appliance still under war- 
ranty. The following information was 
to be included: nature of the problem, 
sender's address, date and place of 
purchase. 



As the measurement of writing 
skills in a household survey context is 
experimental, readers are. advised to 
recognize the following {mints in the interpretation and 
use made of the results. While writing may not be an 
everyday activity for many Canadians, the two (asks 
chosen do reflect typical situations in which writing 
would be required. In both cases, respondents were 
asked to read instructions de^ribing the situation and 
then to write text conforming to specific content require- 
ments. As noted above, the emphasis in this assessment 
was on functional writing. As a result, the tasks were 
scored in terms of information fiomsfit only. Spelling, 
granunar and style were not considered. 
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In a survey context, writing tasks are partteularly de- 
manding and time-consuming adding considerably to re- 
spondent burden and fatigue. Thus, although it was felt 
important to report on the writing skills of Canadians, 
only two measurement tasks could be included in the ne- 
lioiuil survey. 

For the reading and numer^y components (released 
in the spring and summer of IS^. reailts were presoite^ 
in a generalized manner using ^iU levels. The number 
of items included to measure writing skills restricted the 
abiUty to make this type of genoalizatim for the writing 
component. Rathw, results have been mmmarized to re- 
flect porfcmnance on the individual writing tasks. 

• Eigbty-eigbtpercent(14million)ofCanadianadults 
were able to write a simple message (note to turn on 
the oven) containing all the sp^ifically requested 
infoimaticm. 

• Sixty-two p^ent (9.9 million) of Canada's adult 
population (aged 16-69) were able to write a letter 
requesting the repair of an appliance. The letters 
written by 47% included all the information speci- 
fied by the manufacturer while those written by the 
other 1S% partially met the specified content re- 
quirements. The letters written by this latter group 
included enough information such that the appliance 
would probably be repaired and returned to them but 
some of the information requested by the manufac- 
turer was omitted. 



• The writing skills of an estimated 11% of the Cana- 
dian adult population (some 2 million adults) are not 
included in these faults. Of these: 

• approximately 320,0(X) adults reported having 
no skills in either of Canada 's official languages 
and therefore, did lUH attempt the test 

• SOO.OOO adults were not asked to take the main 
test, which contained the wriUng items, due to 
their limited reading skills in English or French. 

• approximately 1.2 million adults refused to 
complete one or both of the writing tasks. 



Those interested in doing furthn analysis of the writ- 
ing results may purchase the micro-data file for the sur- 
vey which is currently available. For more detailed 
infonnaticm, contm;t: 



GiUes Montigny (613-951-9731) 
Hou^old Surveys Division 

or 

Karen KeUy (613-951-4594) 
Social Survey Methods Division 
Statistics Canada 
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